Simplified estimation of forage degradability in the rumen assuming zero-order degradation kinetics by M. S. Dhanoa, S. Lopez, R. Sanderson & J. France, Journal of Agricultural Science, Cambridge 147, 225-240 Dhanoa et al. (2009) described an elegant and novel approach to estimate effective rumen degradability (E) assuming zero-order kinetics, which would increase the capacity to process samples using the in situ nylon bag method. The degradation and passage kinetic model for estimating E was basically the same as the original Ørskov & McDonald (1979) model. Although the described method is mathematically sound, the authors ignored two erroneous assumptions of the basic kinetic model. First, the model assumes that the ' wash fraction' is instantly degraded. Part of the immediately ' degraded' fraction can be physical loss of small particles from the bags. Although the effect of particle loss may be corrected mathematically, the assumption of infinite degradation rate for the truly soluble fraction is not correct. There is ample experimental evidence based on different in vitro and in vivo techniques (Chen et al. 1987; Hristov & Broderick 1996; Peltekova & Broderick 1996; Choi et al. 2002; Volden et al. 2002; Ahvenja¨rvi et al. 2007; Reynal et al. 2007) 
